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Requirements
Computer with direct or dialup campus

connection to the Internet
UCD Kerberos logon and password
NOTE for Remote Access (off campus) via DSL
or other Internet Service Provider (i.e., AOL, SBC,
etc.: You must set up your browser first, see
http://www.lib.ucdavis.edu/ On the navigation bar
on the left, click Connect From Off Campus, and
follow instructions.
This is a bit complicated. For the first few times, it
is probably easier to log on from a campus
computer.

Macs only - use the Firefox or Mozilla
browser (available through MyUCDavis
http://my.ucdavis.edu  Click UCD
Resources tab (see menu near the top),
click Software, open the WebBrowser
folder (in  column on the left), click
Mozilla, and download the appropriate
version for your operating system.

Terminology
Record – database term refers to a

single item (journal article, book, etc.)
Reference/Citation – the author, year,

title, and source of a publication
(name, volume, issue no., and page
numbers)

There are a variety of ways to do the
search. You may wish to modify
these instructions, once you get the
overall idea of how they work.

ONLINE SEARCH OF SOCIAL SCIENCE LITERATURE*

in the CSA databases provided by the UC Davis Library
by Barbara Sommer (basommer@ucdavis.edu), June 2005

Problem description: Some junior high school teachers are concerned about their
students' almost obsessive preoccupation with clothing and appearance. How general is
this situation? What do we know about clothes and adolescents? Is there any scientific
research on the subject?
They ask you to search the social science literature on the topic.

There are 3 stages to the search
1. Select the relevant record
2. Record the reference in APA style.
3. Obtain the call number in order to locate

the article, or download the full text

Starting out
This self-guiding tutorial is designed for you to do at your own pace. Have this print copy
in hand and plan on spending at least 45 minutes logged on to the Internet. Don't skip
steps.
The computer program is fairly forgiving. Don’t panic -- use the Back button to return to
an earlier stage in your search. If close the browser, use top menu History or Go to get
back into the search.

1. Before beginning the search, open a new Word (or text) document to keep on your
desktop. You will need to access it later for pasting in the citations for your reference
list.

                                             
* These instructions will provide the same result when search is initiated in Sociological Abstracts, ERIC
(education), and other social science databases.
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2. Connecting to the PsycINFO database
In your browser (e.g., Firefox, Internet Explorer, or Mozilla), open the UC Davis
library home page http://www.lib.ucdavis.edu/

a. Click on
Electronic
Databases

b. Click P (for
PsycINFO)

c. Scroll down and
click on PsycINFO
[via CSA]

You are now in the electronic database – CSA ILLUMINA

1. Select green Advanced
Search tab.
We will do a keyword
search.

2. Enter your search terms
into the empty box. Use
cloth* and adoles*
The asterisk * (wildcard) sets
a search for all words
beginning with these stems,
e.g., clothing, clothes;
adolescent, adolescents, and
adolescence.

3. Change the database to
Social Sciences

4. Check the English Only
box to omit  articles in other languages

5. Click the orange Search button to bring up the full records list.
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6. The most reliable data source is
Peer-Reviewed Journals. Click
on the underlined number next to
the Peer Reviewed Journals tab.

Sometimes you may need to broaden
your search, or may have a specific
interest in finding books or
conference proceedings.

The first two records do not
seem relevant.

The third one looks
interesting (number may be
higher than shown here).

7. Click on the title link to
open the Record View
window which provides
more detail and an
abstract.

8. When you see the
Record View window,
you discover that the
study was probably
done in the U.K. For
now, we are interested
in U.S. adolescents.
Your results list is
over 100, so you
decide to skip it.

9. Click the Return to Results link to get back to the full list.

10. Scroll down past the irrelevant records to find this one (number may be higher than
shown here).

11. Click on the title
to open Record
View and see the
abstract.
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This one looks good.

12. Check the box next
to Mark This
Record

The next two important
steps are 1) locate the
article, and 2) get the
full citation for your
reference list.

13. Click the colored
UC-eLinks button

14. Note that the reference
is in the window.

15. We'll get the full text article,
but first get the reference.
Click on the Copy and paste
citation …. link.

16. Check that APA
style is selected.

17. Copy the citation
and then paste it
into the Word
document you
created beginning
of the tutorial.

Be sure to save your Word document.
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18. Close the Copy & Paste
Citation window. The
previous window should still
be on your desktop.

19. To get the full text (the entire
article), click the Full text
available …. link.

20. The full text will download somewhere on your computer as a .pdf file. You will
need Adobe Reader in order to view it. Free version is available at
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html

The article may or may not open immediately on your screen, depending on your browser
preferences.

21. Close the UC-eLinks windows and the vendor contact window, but DO NOT close
the CSA ILLUMINA window. The Record View window should still be open.

22 Click Return to Results to get back
to the full records list.

23. Note that the record
is now marked (if you
marked it earlier on
the Record View
page. If not, mark it
now).

24. The second one down
from it looks good, but
it is French Canadian.
We're sticking with the
U.S.

25. Scroll to this one (the number may
be higher).

26. Click on the title to bring up the
abstract.
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27. Looks good. Mark it.

28. Retrieve the citation and
get the full text of this
article.

If you cannot remember how
to do it, repeat steps 13 to 20
above.

29. When you finish, close the
UC-eLinks windows.

30. Return to the full records list (Return to Results – step 22 above).

We are almost finished - we will find a record that does not have the full text
available, so you can learn how to find it in the library.

31. Scroll down the list
to the end of the
records. Click next to
continue.

32. Locate this record.

33. Mark it (you are sure that you
want it, so don't need to look at
the Record View).

34. Click the UC-eLinks button.

35. Click on the Copy and paste citation …. link.

36. Copy and paste the citation into
your Word document. Save it.
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37. Close the Copy & Paste
Citation window. The
previous UC-eLinks window
should still be on your
desktop.

38. To get the call no. click
Check for Location and
Circulation status ….

39. Find the correct journal in
the records listing.

40. Copy and paste the Call no.
into your Word document, or
write it down.

41. Click the Call no. link to
check on availability.

42. You are looking for
volume (v.)15, no. 2.

The entire volume 15
is available on One
Week Loan in Shields.

You don't need to go to
the library as part of this
exercise, but if it were a
real search, you would
need to take your
reference list with you,
and visit Shields Library
to obtain the article.
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43. Close the library windows and the UC-elinks windows.

44. If you are not at the full records
list, click Return to Results

45. You have finished your search. Scroll to the top of the page of the full records list.

46. In the upper right you should see 3 Marked Records.

47. If not, click Update
Marked List, and if
needed, scroll down to
check your marks.

48. Click the 3 Marked Records link.

49. Use the Marked Records list as a check against your Word document reference list.

CONGRATULATIONS! You now have the minimum necessary information to conduct
a search of the literature. You have 3 citations, properly formatted for the reference list at
the end of your paper, and electronic versions of 2 of the 3 papers.

This is the end of the tutorial. If this were a genuine search, you would 1) print your
reference list, 2) print and read the 2 downloaded articles, and 3) visit the library, with
reference list and call number in hand, to find the third article. Then, all you need to do
is write the paper!
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